Dear Editor
Letters to the editor can draw positive attention to educational theater programs. They should not be boastful as every school makes its best effort and none relies on competition. Below is a sample letter that celebrates the real value of educational theater. The theme is rarely stated.  Sharing of this kind of informed opinion prior to a show prepares the audience with a little background about what is being learned in the rehearsal process and at the same time promotes a show if well timed. In addition, it might interest those who did not give school theater their time because they were comparing it to the professional sort.

To the Editor:

The school theater season is at its height. As usual, the press has made a point of highlighting the productions through their entertainment listings and occasional features. These provide a boost to those involved in the productions and direct readers to what is often high quality community entertainment. 

This positive attention misses the main point: school theater, while packaged as entertainment, really is education. The popularity of theater clubs provides a captive audience for educational opportunities. Beyond the pleasure of a short-lived show is the lasting value of youth learning new skills while working with adults in an intense creative process. 

The process of staging a production emphasizes that the magic of live theater is not solely the audience’s experience. Such communities of interest are unparalleled for their educational and social worth. The media – not to mention the Pennsylvania Department of Education - is missing that, the best part.

Even more important perhaps, but understandably less refined, are elementary and middle school productions. Middle school, as many a reader will affirm, is an age when youths earnestly begin to discover and assert themselves. The theater experience provides a nurturing place for trying on new roles while they collaborate with adult mentors. 

Attention to the educational aspect of school theater is a feature whose time has come. Once a show is over it is the work that went into it that gives it lasting significance.

